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October 6, 2022 

Hon. Edward J. Davila 
San Jose Courthouse, Courtroom 4 – 5th Floor 
280 South 1st Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Dear Judge Davila, 
 
My name is Grace Evans, I’m Billy Evans' younger sister. I’m 24 years old, a recent graduate of 
USC and currently work for my family’s hotel company in the marketing department.  
 
Today I’m writing to you from the perspective of a mid-20’s woman, the age at which Elizabeth 
was deep into creating Theranos. Elizabeth is 14 years older than me, so it is hard for me to 
imagine the enormity of what Elizabeth created, much less for a young woman 14 years ago. 14 
years ago, women in science were the exception and as it is today, young women, no matter how 
well educated, are not taken seriously by men in power.  
 
Despite these many obstacles, Elizabeth created a company from scratch. She hired the best and 
brightest of scientists, invented hundreds of blood tests, and secured hundreds of patents. 
 
I ask myself, how is this possible? How did she raise her first million to start the company with 
nothing more than an idea of the possible? How did she have the strength to never give up 
through roadblocks at every turn? How did she carry herself with such grace and confidence 
around the most powerful people? How did she never let anyone crush her dream of helping 
humanity? Welcoming Elizabeth to my family answered every “how.” 
 
I often say I should write a book – everything I have learned through Elizabeth being in my life. 
It would certainly be a page turner but endless. For time’s sake I am going to give you what has 
been the most impactful chapter for me thus far.  
 
August 2019 - I had just got back from spending 6 months in London and was starting school 
back at USC. I was entering my senior year of university – excited yet scared as I did not have 
many close friendships. I quickly started dating my classmate. Everything seemed perfect to me. 
I had someone to spend my time with and a new group of friends. Yet on the outside the red 
flags were all there. The relationship quickly became abusive, and I was under his complete 
control. I am not one to give up, so I didn’t. A year went by and as confidence slowly left so did 
my happiness. Yet, I stayed with him.  
 
I had every reason to leave, and everyone was telling me to. He was not liked by any family 
member or friend. No one cared to hear me talk about him or our issues anymore. I felt like I had 
no one to go to but him – the one who was hurting me. I was scared and lost. I didn’t know how 
to leave him.  
 
Spring 2021- During what became a year long breakup Elizabeth became a mentor to me. I was 
not aware of what Elizabeth had gone through at all in her past relationship; I just felt a sense of 
comfort with her. She knew what I was dealing with, understood what I was feeling, and 
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genuinely cared. She would never say a mean word. She wasn’t there to cause drama, simply 
wanted to help me. 
 
Despite the chaos going on in her world, Elizabeth frequently check-in on me. She would send 
me heartfelt messages reminding me of my worth or a simple call to see how I was doing. Her 
calmness talked me through panic attacks when I was unable to get off my bathroom floor or say 
a coherent word. She had patience with me – she was always there. She became my escape, 
when I needed a place to go, I was always welcome at her home. During this time, she showed 
me her inherent kindness and empathy. 
 
August 2021 - Elizabeth instilled in me her confidence and positive mindset. Instead of never 
give up on a toxic relationship – choose to never give up on yourself. If one formula does not 
work, first understand why, then start over and find a new one. She reminded me that failure is 
crucial on the journey to success and there are lessons to be learned in every challenge. What 
does not kill you will only make you stronger. I left my relationship, without a regret but grateful 
for what it taught me to what to look for in a partner at a young age. I am very fortunate for the 
impact Elizabeth has had on my life. She is an inspiration that I admire greatly. 
 
Your honor, most people look at life as “what can I get from it” but they are never fulfilled. 
Elizabeth looks at life as “what can I give to it” and she is more than ready to give us her all. We 
need more people like Elizabeth whose unique combination of intelligence, grit and compassion 
makes this world a better place. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Grace Evans 
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