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WASHINGTON WIZARDS’S PLAYER GILBERT ARENAS
PLEADS GUILTY TO FELONY WEAPONS CHARGE

WASHINGTON - GILBERT ARENAS, A 28-YEAR-OLD MEMBER OF THE NBA’s
WASHINGTON WIZARDS, HAS PLED GUILTY TO A FELONY CHARGE OF CARRYING A
PISTOL WITHOUT A LICENSE, U.S. ATTORNEY CHANNING D. PHILLIPS AND
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT CHIEF CATHY L. LANIER ANNOUNCED TODAY.
THE GUILTY PLEA FOLLOWS AN INVESTIGATION IN WHICH IT WAS DETERMINED THAT

Arenas had brought four firearms to the Verizon Center in December 2009. On December 21,
Arenas placed the firearms on the chair of a teammate with a note stating, reportedly in jest,
“PICK 1.” This incident followed an argument Arenas and the teammate had on a plane two
days earlier.

ARENAS ENTERED HIS PLEA THIS AFTERNOON BEFORE JUDGE ROBERT MORIN
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. WHEN ARENAS IS
SENTENCED ON MARCH 6, 2010, AT 2:30 P.M., HE WILL FACE UP TO FIVE YEARS OF
IMPRISONMENT. PURSUANT TO THE PLEA AGREEMENT BETWEEN ARENAS AND THE
GOVERNMENT, THE GOVERNMENT agreed that it will limit its allocution at the low-end of the
applicable guidelines, which is estimated to be between 6 and 24 months, with probation, a split-
sentence, or incarceration permissible.
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ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT’S PROFFER OF EVIDENCE, ON OR ABOUT
DECEMBER 19, 2009, DURING A CHARTERED FLIGHT FROM PHOENIX, ARIZONA,
ARENAS AND A FELLOW TEAMMATE BECAME INVOLVED IN A VERBAL EXCHANGE
FOLLOWING A CARD GAME. ALTHOUGH ARENAS MAINTAINS THAT THE STATEMENTS HE
MADE DURING THIS EXCHANGE WERE MADE IN JEST, THE EXCHANGE BETWEEN ARENAS
AND THE TEAMMATE INVOLVED MUTUAL THREATS TO SHOOT ONE ANOTHER. ARENAS

ALSO TOLD THE TEAMMATE THAT HE WOULD BURN THE TEAMMATE’S CADILLAC



ESCALADE.

ON THE MORNING OF DECEMBER 21, 2009, ARENAS ARRIVED AT THE VERIZON

CENTER, AND ENTERED THE TEAM’S LOCKER ROOM. WHEN ARENAS ENTERED THE
LOCKER ROOM THAT MORNING HE WAS CARRYING AT LEAST ONE FIREARM IN HIS
BACKPACK. ONCE ARENAS ENTERED THE LOCKER ROOM, HE PLACED FOUR FIREARMS
ON THE CHAIR LOCATED DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE LOCKER OF THE TEAMMATE WITH
WHOM HE HAD THE PRIOR VERBAL EXCHANGE. ARENAS THEN WROTE THE MESSAGE

“PICK 1” ON A PIECE OF PAPER, AND PLACED IT ON THE TEAMMATE’S CHAIR NEAR THE
FIREARMS. ARENAS REMAINED IN THE LOCKER ROOM.

MOMENTS LATER, THE TEAMMATE WALKED INTO THE LOCKER ROOM AND
APPROACHED HIS LOCKER. HE SAW THE HANDGUNS AND HE AND ARENAS ONCE AGAIN

EXCHANGED WORDS. DURING THIS EXCHANGE, ARENAS STATED, “You SAID YOU WERE
GOING TO SHOOT ME, SO | THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKE SOME FIREPOWER. PICK ONE.”
THE TEAMMATE PICKED UP ONE OF ARENAS’S FIREARMS FROM HIS CHAIR, THREW IT

ACROSS THE LOCKER ROOM, THEN REPORTEDLY TOOK OUT WHAT APPEARED TO ARENAS
TO BE A SILVER-COLORED SEMI-AUTOMATIC HANDGUN.

AFTER THIS EXCHANGE, ARENAS ADMITTED TO TEAM MANAGEMENT THAT HE
BROUGHT THE FIREARMS FROM HIS HOME IN VIRGINIA INTO WASHINGTON, D.C. HE
ALSO TOLD TEAM MANAGEMENT THAT THE TEAMMATE ALSO HAD A FIREARM. THE
TEAMMATE HAS SINCE DENIED THAT HE EVER HAD A HANDGUN. TEAM MANAGEMENT
DIRECTED WASHINGTON WIZARDS SECURITY PERSONNEL TO SECURE ARENAS’S
FIREARMS AND TO REMOVE THEM FROM THE PREMISES.

ON DECEMBER 24, 2009, FOLLOWING THE FIRST REPORT TO LAW
ENFORCEMENT THAT ARENAS HAD POSSESSED FIREARMS IN THE LOCKER ROOM ON 21,
2009, MEMBERS OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT RESPONDED TO

VIRGINIA, WHERE ARENAS’S FOUR FIREARMS WERE SURRENDERED TO THE
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT. THESE UNLOADED FIREARMS CONSISTED OF A
.50-CALIBER GOLD-PLATED SEMI-AUTOMATIC DESERT EAGLE WITH MAGAZINE; A 500
MAGNUM, SMITH AND WESSON REVOLVER; A .45 CALIBER, BLACK SEMI-AUTOMATIC
KIMBER ECLIPSE WITH MAGAZINE; AND A 9 MILLIMETER BROWNING WITH A MAGAZINE.

THE INVESTIGATION OF THE REPORTED POSSESSION OF A FIREARM BY THE
TEAMMATE IS ONGOING.

IN ANNOUNCING TODAY’S GUILTY PLEA, U.S. ATTORNEY PHILLIPS PRAISED THE
WORK OF MPD DETECTIVES ROBBIE SAUNDERS, TIMOTHY SMITH, AND JOSEPH OH,

OFFICER JEFF JANCZYK, AND SERGEANT JAMES BLACK OF MPD’s INTELLIGENCE
BRANCH. HE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THE EFFORTS OF MEMBERS OF HIS OWN STAFF
INCLUDING INVESTIGATORS CHRISTOPHER BROPHY AND LARRY GRASSO, PARALEGAL
KALISHA JOHNSON-CLARK, AND ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY CHRISTOPHER
KAVANAUGH, WHO IS HANDLING THE INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OF THIS
MATTER.
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