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Dr. Chris Draper, an international expert in animal behavior, care and management 
(including, specifically, elephants in captivity at zoos as compared to elephants at genuine 
sanctions), explained why this recently-captured image of Tina “causes [him] grave concern”: “This 
photograph appears to show Tina with manacles – straps or webbing-covered chains – on her 
wrists and ankles. Manacles are sometimes used as a shortcut to move elephants in captivity who 
are reluctant to get into a travelling crate on their own. Manacles can cause elephants severe 
physical injuries and psychological trauma as well as long-term musculoskeletal problems, and are 
widely criticized as being inhumane. The risk to Tina is particularly acute given her current age 
and health. In my professional opinion, it is reckless and irresponsible to proceed with any transfer 
in light of this evidence without fully examining why she is in shackles and exploration of 
alternative methods.” In the past, the LA Zoo has killed two elephants while trying to move them. 
Ms. Verret’s current plan may result in Tina’s death raising this number to three. We beg you: do 
not let that happen. 

It would be unconscionable for the City to transfer Billy and Tina to the Tulsa Zoo at any 
time, but particularly now. Currently, there is a severe weather event unfolding in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
with tornado warnings issued in and around the city. Moving Billy and Tina to the Tulsa Zoo under 
these life-threatening conditions is reckless and cruel.  

Dr. Draper’s first-hand observation of the conditions at the “Elephant Experience and 
Preserve” on May 10, 2025 confirms that, even though it boasts a slightly larger elephant exhibit, 
the Tulsa Zoo is an inhumane place for Billy and Tina to be relocated. The five Asian elephants 
currently living there are separated and housed in relatively small yards; in fact, one of the yards 
housing two elephants “was disturbing small, even by zoo standards, with no opportunity for the 
elephants to get away from each other if they wanted to do so.” None of the elephants had access to 
the purported “ten acre preserve,” which was closed and out of use because of severe flooding. The 
entire exhibit, including the “preserve” area, is flat with no variation in topology or terrain. This 
deprives the elephants of opportunities for natural movement and exercise. Dr. Draper observed that 
“[a]ll five of the elephants . . . lack[ed] muscle tone and were not in optimal body condition,” and 
one had a cracked nail (a result of walking on compacted dirty or concrete, and one that can result 
in painful and life-threatening infections). When the “preserve” becomes useable, the elephants will 
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not have unrestricted access because the Tulsa Zoo cannot put all five elephants together in such a 
relatively small space. The design of the “preserve” reflects the Tulsa Zoo’s top priority: human 
entertainment. It is reached by crossing a visitor train track, which restricts the elephants’ ability to 
move freely between the “preserve” and the yards and barns that form the remainder of the elephant 
exhibit. Dr. Draper also raised serious concerns about the lack of adequate shaded areas for the 
elephants to use on hot and sunny days; where Billy and Tina would be housed and whether they 
could be safely and successfully integrated; and whether the Tulsa Zoo has adequate staff and 
resources to care for seven elephants (more than double the elephant population there in 2020, just 
five years ago). Once Billy and Tina are sent to the Tulsa Zoo, there is nothing to stop them from 
being shuffled to other (and potentially even more inadequate) zoos. 
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ADDITIONAL SIGNATORIES AND SUPPORTERS

Alicia Silverstone 
Alicia Witt 
Allison Dunbar Perlman 
Anthony Rendon, Speaker Emeritus of the California Assembly 
Bob Ferber, Esq. 
Cesie Alvarez, Esq. 
Cher 
Chloe Clifford 
Chris Stone 
David Casselman, Esq. 
Democrats for the Protection of Animals 
Diane Warren 
Dr. Gary Michelson 
Dr. Jenny Conrad 
Dr. Jim Jensvold 
Elephant Guardians of Los Angeles  
Emily Arlook 
Emma Kenney 
Ever Carradine 
Fawn Boardley 
Free the Oregon Zoo Elephants  
George Gascon 
Haylynn Conrad, Malibu City Councilmember 
Herb Alpert 
Hon. Paul Bacigalupo (Ret.), Past Pres., California Judges Association 
In Defense of Animals 
Jane Velez-Mitchell 
Jessica Parker Kennedy  
Joanna Krupa 
Joe Mantegna 
John D’Amico, Former West Hollywood City Councilmember 
Josh Glass 
Judie Mancuso, Social Compassion in Legislation 
Judy McLellan 
Justin Theroux 
Katherine Heigl, Jason Heigl Foundation 
Keely & Pierce Brosnan 
Kelsey Leeker, Esq. 
Kim Basinger 
Kirsten Vangsness 
Lana Negrete, City of Santa Monica Mayor 
Lana Parilla 
Last Chance for Animals 
Lauren Meister, West Hollywood City Councilmember 
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Lily Tomlin 
Lisa Bloom, Esq. 
Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Animal Law Section 
Los Angeles for Animals 
Louise Linton & Steven Mnuchin 
Lucy’s Edmonton Advocates’ Project 
Lydia Hearst 
Mark Perez 
Max Fabricant, Esq. 
Megan Mallonee, Esq. 
Melissa Carbone 
Mena Suvari  
Mia Pitts  
Michael Weinsten, Esq. 
Mike Gatto, State Assemblyman (Ret.) 
Mira Sorvino 
Nancy Heigl, Jason Heigl Foundation 
Nicola Peltz Beckham 
Nola Singer 
Paul Koretz, LA City Councilmember (Ret.) 
Paul Sorrell, Esq. 
Paula Patton 
Pawproject 
Priscilla Presley 
Progress for Science 
Rachel & Daniel Lerner 
Rick Zbur, CA State Assemblymember 
Ron Livingston 
Ron Perlman 
Ronen Rubinstein  
Rosemarie Dewitt 
Russell Simmons 
Save Nosey Now® 
Simone Reyes 
Sue Della Maddalena 
Take Me Home Rescue 
The Congress of Racial Equality of California 
The Elephant Advocacy Project 
The Multicultural Bar Alliance of Southern California 
Tom Dolby & Spencer Alcorn 
UnchainedTV 
Voice for the Animals 
Whitney Cummings 
Will McCormack  
Women United for Animal Welfare 




