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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA,

JOHN DOE, an individual, V:leaa‘ ﬁ 3 9 1 BQTD(\T)\A X;

Plaintiff, 1. ASSAULT
V. 2.  SEXUAL BATTERY
JOHN TRAVOLTA, an individual, 3. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION
, OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
Defendant.
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

1. Comes Plaintiff "John Doe" '("Plaintiff"), who files this civil complaint for
assault and sexual battery against John Travolta ("Defendant”).
1
JURISDICTON AND VENUE
2. The Plaintiff has domicile in the State of Texas. The Defendant has domicile

in this Central District, and the events giving rise to this complaint to place in
Beverly Hills, California in this Central District. Thus, this court has diversity

I Plaintiff files this complaint anonymously pursuant to Does [-XXIII'v. Advanced
Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1058, 1068, 1072-1073 (9th Cir. 2000).
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jurisdiction pursuant to Title 28 U.S.C. § 1332. This court has proper venue
pursuant to Title 28 U.S.C. § 1391. Plaintiff invokes the substantive law of

California, while maintaining the procedural law of this federal court.

IL
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

3. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief

states that on January 16, 2012, he was working in Beverly Hills, California Area
as a personal massage therapist with a portable table, and the standard items that
would normally be used for a professional massage.

4. Plaintiff worked through a series of professionally themed ads in locally
accessed websites, and had received numerous clients for many years without any
serious incident or problem.

5. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that an unidentified male called Plaintiff's cell phone from a block number
claiming to represent a celebrity client who demanded full confidentiality, and
would not allow autographs, photographs or any video. He did not mention that
he was representing Defendant, or perhaps Defendant himself. Plaintiff had only
discussed that the price would be $200.00 per hour. The unidentified male told
Plaintiff to go to a specific street, and that a private car would pick Plaintiff up.
6. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that to his amazement, Defendant himself had picked Plaintiff up in a black
Lexus SUV. Defendant was wearing dark glasses, jeans with a very loose fitting
athletic shirt and a chronograph silver watch. There were Trojan condoms in the
console of the vehicle, and there also appeared to be 2 or 3 wrappers from
chocolate cake packages on the floor of the SUV.

7. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant parked the Lexus on a side street of the Beverly Hills Hotel

2
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and we went to one of the Bungalows on the right hand side if you are facing the
front of the hotel. The door was unlocked, and there was an overweight black man
preparing hamburgers, who meekly said ‘hey’ Plaintiff and Defendant, and no
formal introductions were made. This black man was actually preparing
hamburgers, from watching his skill and dextenty in food preparation, it seemed
that he was some sort of professional chef.

8. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant shamelessly stripped naked in front of Plaintiff, and the
‘chef and was gazing at Plaintiff as he appeared to be semi-erect. Plaintiff asked
Defendant to lie face down and to drape himself with a towel. Defendant started
muttering to himself something along the lines of “he wants me to get on the table’,
‘can you believe that? He wants me to get on the table’.

9. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant had his watch on during the massage. For the first hour the
massage was without incident, other than he kept purposely sliding the towel down
that covered his buttocks to reveal about half of gluteus area. Plaintiff kept sliding
the towel back up, and reminding Defendant that state law required that a massage
client be fully draped during the massage. This back and forth activity of
Defendant sliding it down, and then Plaintiff would slide it back up occurred over
ten times in the first hour.

10, Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that right before the hour ended, Defendant's chronograph watch started to
chime, and the black chef covered the burgers, and other things he was preparing
with plates. The black chef then left the room with a stack of papers, and what
appears to be some sort of notebook. No words were exchanged.

11 Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant started to rub Plaintiff's leg, and Plaintiff thought it was
accidental. Plaintiff moved away and Defendant stopped trying to touch Plantiff

3
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for a few minutes. Plaintiff assumed that it was in fact accidental. Then Defendant
touched Plaintiff's scrotum, and this time Plaintiff told Defendant to please not
touch him again.

12.  Defendant apologized, but then snickered to himself like a mischievous
child. Defendant then touched the shaft of Plaintiff's penis, and seized on to 1t.
Defendant quickly tried to rub the head of Plaintiff's penis as he tried to pull away.
13, This was painful and uncomfortable. Defendant started to apologize for his
behavior: and tried to imply that they "must have gotten our signals crossed", and
that he thought that Plaintiff "wanted the same thing he did." Plaintiff explained
that he did not have sex with his clients, and that expecting sexual situations when
people are providing paid services was essentially prostitution. Defendant then
tried to act like it was a simple misunderstanding.

14.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant then sat up on the table and asked Plaintiff to switch places,
and do a reverse massage. Plaintiff told Defendant that a masseuse lying on the
table was unlawful and inappropriate. Then Defendant said, “Come on dude, Il]
jerk you off1!!’.

15. At this point, Plaintiff was done. Plaintiff told Defendant he just wanted to
leave, that this situation was too strange, and that he actually felt very afraid for his
safety. Defendant then laid down on the table, and said, ‘OK, I’ll behave myself’.
Defendant neatly placed the towel in an appropriate manner in his lap and gave
Plaintiff confidence that his predatory behavior was finally under control.

16.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that Defendant asked Plaintiff to work on his shoulders, and Plaintiff
followed his request with a professional did deep tissue massage on his shoulders.
Defendant then said, "Say something nice to me." Plaintiff tried to 1gnore what
Defendant said, and was hoping to conclude this session. Plaintiff looked at
Defendant, who had removed his draping and was masturbating. Defendant’s penis

4
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was fully erect, and was roughly 8 inches in length; and his pubic hair was wirey
and unkempt. Sweat was pouring down Defendant's neck, and he asked Plaintiff
again to say something nice to him.

17.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that he refused. Plaintiff moved away from Defendant, who then lumbered to
his feet and began to move towards Plaintiff with erect penis bouncing around with
1s stride.

18. Defendant began screaming at Plaintiff, telling Plaintiff how selfish he was;
that Defendant got where he is now due to sexual favors he had performed when he
was in his "Welcome Back Kotter" days; and that Hollywood is controlled by
homosexual Jewish men who expect favors in return for sexual activity. Defendant
then went on to say how he had done things in his past that would make most
people throw up.

19. Defendant explained when he started that he wasn’t even gay and that the
taste of ‘cum’ would make him gag. Defendant also said that he was smart enough
to learn to enjoy it, and when he began to make millions of dollars, that it all
became well worth it.

20. Defendant further explained that the high-class in this world always favor
same sex relationships; that sex with beautiful, fit men is actually more intense;
and if Plaintiff would just be open minded enough to let it happen, he would
experience the best fucking of his life.

21.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that he told Defendant to get dressed and to either drive Plaintiff back, or
Plaintiff was going to call the police.

22.  Strangely, Defendant's penis was still semi-erect, and he had to struggle to
get it back into his underwear and jeans since he pulled his underwear and pants up
at the same time. Defendant then said, ‘no problem’, ‘I will find new friends’.
Defendant then continued to say that Hollywood 1s all about giving and getting,

5
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and then he told Plaintiff that he can show me an ‘[nstant Example’. Defendant
told Plaintiff he knew a Hollywood stariet in the building that wanted three-way
sex and to be "double-penetrated”.
73 Defendant said they could have that later, but first they needed to have sex
together first before calling her, so this way they would be in-sync with each other
sexually. Defendant told Plaintiff that he had Hollywood locks, but just needed to
lose some weight and learn to lick some ‘ass’, and then Plaintiff would be ready to
make millions and be famous.
74 Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief
states that he reiterated his threat to call the police, and Defendant took Plamtiff
back to where he was picked up. During this ride, Defendant repeatedly called
Plaintiff "selfish” and a "loser”, and gave Plaintiff double what he was owed. This
was $800.00 instead of the $400.00 that Defendant was supposed to pay Plaintiff
for the two hours of massage time spent.
.
CAUSES OF ACTION
1.
ASSAULT

25 The Plaintiff realleges and incorporates all facts and allegations expressed 1n

paragraphs no. 1-15, inclusive, as if alleged and incorporated herein.

76.  The Defendant acted, intending to cause harmful contact on the Plaintiff;
27 The Plaintiff reasonably was touched and assaulted in a harmful manner;
78  The Plaintiff did not consent to the Defendants’ assaultive conduct;

29 The Plaintiffs were harmed by the Defendants' assault on Plaintiff.

30.  The Defendants' assaultive conduct was a substantial factor in causing the
Plaintiff’s harm.

/I

I
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2.
SEXUAL BATTERY

31.  The Plainiiff realleges and incorporates ail facts and allegations expressed in

paragraphs no. 1-21, inclusive, as if alleged and mcorporated herein.
32 The Defendant intended to cause harmful and sexually offensive contact
directly with the Plaintiff s penis and testicles, contact that offends a reasonable
sense of personal dignity.
33.  The Defendant intended to cause a harmful and offensive contact with
Plaintiff by use of Defendant’s hand's contact directly with Plaintiff's penis and
testicles
34  The Plaintiff did not consent to the touching; and that Plaintiff was harmed
by Defendant's conduct. '
3.
INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

35 The Plaintiff realleges and incorporates all facts and allegations expressed in

paragraphs no. 1-25, inclusive, as if alleged and incorporated herein.

36. The conduct of the Defendants in assault and battery by a peace officer was
outrageous in that it exceeded all possible bounds of decency, and that which a
reasonable person would regard as intolerable in a civilized community.

37 The conduct of the Defendants in assault and sexual battery that gave
Defendant them real or apparent power to affect the Plaintiff's interests, and they
knew that the Plaintiff was particularly vulnerable to emotionai distress and that
their conduct would likely result in harm due to mental distress;

38 The Defendants intended to cause the Plaintiff emotional distress;

39 The Defendants acted with reckless disregard of the probability that the
Plaintiff would suffer emotional distress, knowing that the Plaintiff was present when

the conduct occurred.

7
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40. The Plaintiff suffered severe emotional distress that was substantial, and that no
reasonable person in a civilized society should be expected to bear, including but not
limited to suffering, anguish, fright, horror, nervousness, gnef, anxiety, worry, shock,
humiliation, and shame;
41.  The conduct of the Defendants was a substantial factor in causing the Plaintiff’s]
severe emotional distress.
IV.
CAUSE FOR PUNITIVE DAMAGES

42. Because the Defendant's conduct was malicious and oppressive, the Plaintiff

is entitled to be awarded punitive damages to punish the Defendant for his

wrongful conduct.

V.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
43, WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for the following relief:.

a)  For $2,000,000 in general damages m an amount according to proof;

b)  For non-economic damages for emotional distress;
¢)  For punitive damages pursuant to Civ.Code § 3294;
d)  For any other such relief as the court deems proper.
VL
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
44.  Plaintiff hereby demands that all causes of action be tried before a jury.

Dated this 3rd day of May, 2012

CALIFORNI GAL TEAM

=

Okorie Okorocha, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff John Doe

8
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Okoric OQkorocha, Esq, SBN 226658

California Legal Team

117 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 465

Pasadena, Ca 91105
Phone: {626) 792 1301
Okorieftdamail.com

Attorney For Plaintiff John Doe

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

JOHN DOE,
Plaintiff,
V.

JOHN TRAVOLTA.

Defendant.

} Case No.
)

%PLANHWH”SAPHJCATKNJ

| FOR LEAVE OF COURT TO
PROCEED AS A FICTITIOUS

) PLAINTIEF PUSUANT TO United

) Srares v. Doe, 655 F.2d 920, 922 n. |

) (9th Cir. 1981), AND Does 1-XXII1 v,

) Advanced Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1038,

) 1068, 1072-1073 (9th Cir. 2000)

FILED UNDER SEAL
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Comes plaintiff John Doe (“DOE”), who files a common law
application for leave of court to proceed as a fictitious plaintiff due to the
extremely prejudicial privacy implications that have previously and will
continue to harm him in his employment. DOE files this petition pursuant to

United States v. Doe, 655 F.2d 920, 922 n. 1 (9th Cir. 1981) and Does [-XXTiI v.
Advanced Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1058, 1068, 1072-1073 (9th Cir. 2000)

[
PREFATORY FACTS

DOE had an encounter for masseuse services with the Defendant at a

high profile hotel which ended with a sexual proposition, an assault and
sexual battery. This defendant is a celebrity who is famous and powerful. The
Plaintiff runs his own masseuse business of personal ads, and his business
and employment opportunities would likely be adversely effected by his
name being disclosed in this litigation.

Based upon the following and this application, DOE seeks to proceed
ancnymously to protect his identity from being disclosed and harm coming to

his employment and his profession.

IL.
ARGUMENT

I.
DOE SHOULD BE PERMITTED LEAVE TO FILE UNDER A FICTITIOUS
NAEM TO PREVENT DISCLOSURE OF HIS ECONCUONTER WITH A
PUBLIC FIGURE WHOQ IS APOWERFUL AND FAMOUS CELEBRITY.

DOE petitions this court for leave to proceed under a fictitious name
as DOE pursuant to United States v. Doe, 655 F.2d 920, 922 n. 1 (9th Cir. 1981)
and Does 1-XXIII v. Advanced Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1058, 1068, 1072-1073 (9th

PLANITIFF'S APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED AS A FICTITIOUSLY NAMED PLAINTIFF
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Cir. 2000), to prevent ridicule or personal embarrassment that disclosure of
his encounter with the Defendant, a famous and powerful celebnity. The
allegations also could form the basis of ruining the Plaintiff's career, and he
has stated that the Defendant had stated he could do that when the Plaintiff
rebuffed his sexual advances.

DOE bases his request to proceed anonymously on the following
basis.
a. DOE’s Need For Anonymity to the Public Outweighs Prejudice to the

Opposing Party and the Public's Interest in Knowing His Identity.

The Defendant is a public figure who is known worldwide. He does not have
any need to prevent the disclosure of his name and identity. A public figure has no
need for protection of their identity because it is well known throughout the world,
and would be a public figure who is not a public official. Curtis Publ'g Co. v.
Butts, 388 U.S. 130, 155 (1967).

DOE is a private masseuse who is self-employed in a profession that 1s
inherently discreet and private. There is no public interest in having DOE's true
identity revealed other than prurient interests. The disclosure of DOE's name
would be a public disclosure of a private fact. See Shulman v. Group W
Productions, Inc., 18 Cal.4th 200, 214 (1998)

b. DOE Fears of Further Prejudice to His Employment Prospects as a
Masseuse if His Identity is Revealed.

The actual prejudice already suffered by DOE makes the threat of future
harm both severe and realisticaily prospective. “A severe harm falls somewhere
between social stigma and the combination of job loss, deportation, and reprisals
against family members.” Advanced Textile, 214 F.3d at 1071 Post-hoc remedies
would be futile. /d.

/I

PLANITIFE'S APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED AS A FICTITIOUSLY NAMED PLAINTIFF
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C. The Defendant Will Suffer No Prejudice By DOE’s Anonymity
Because They Not Be Limited In Their Discovery Rights.

The Defendant will not suffer any prejudice by DOE being able to
proceed as a fictitious plaintiff. They will not be precluded from conducting
any discovery in this matter from him, nor would it prevent the public from
knowing of the general proceedings in this case. See Doe v. Rostker, 89
FR.D. 158, 160 (D.C.Cal. 1981), “Rule 10(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure requires that a complaint name all of the parties. The reason for the
rule is to apprise the parties of their opponents, and to protect "the public's
legitimate interest in knowing all the facts and events surrounding court
proceedings.”

Thus, there is no real prejudice that the Defendants will suffer due to DOE’s
anonymity in this case.

II.
CONCLUSION

This court must grant DOE’s request to proceed in this case as a
fictitiously named plaintiff, to prevent the further prejudice to his ability to

maintain employment as a private masseuse.
Dated this 2 day of May , 2012

CALIFORNIA LEGAL TEAM

~ Okorie Okorocha, Esq,
Attorney for plaintiff John Doe

PLANITIFF’'S APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED AS A FICTITIOUSLY NAMED PLAINTIFF
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(30 U.S.C. 923)

863 DIWC All claims filed by msured workers for disability insurance benefits under Title 2 of the Social Seeunity Act, as
amended: plus all claims filed for child's insurance benefits based on disability. {42 U.5.C. 405(g))

863 DIww Al claims filed for widows or widowers insurance bencfits based on disability under Title 2 of the Social Secunty
Act, as amended. (42 U.S.C. 403(g)

864 SSID All claims for supplemcental security income payments based upon disability filed under Title 16 of the Social Sccurity
Act, as amended.

865 RSI All claims for retitement (old age} and survivers benefits under Title 2 of the Social Sccarity Act, as amended. {42
U.S.C.(a)

CV.71 (05/08) CIVIL COVER SHEET Page2 of 2



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE FOR DISCOVERY

This case has been assigned to District Judge S. James Otero and the assigned discovery
Magistrate Judge is Patrick J. Walsh.

The case number on all documents filed with the Court should read as follows:

Cv12- 3918 SJO (PJWx)

Pursuant to General Order 05-07 of the United States District Court for the Central
District of California, the Magistrate Judge has been designated to hear discovery related
motions.

All discovery related motions should be noticed on the calendar of the Magistrate Judge

NOTICE TO COUNSEL

A copy of this notice must be served with the summons and complaint on all defendants (if a removal action is
filed, a copy of this notice must be served on all plaintiffs).

Subsequent documents must be filed at the following location:

[X] Western Division L1 Southern Division L] Eastern Division
312 N. Spring St.,, Rm. G-8 411 West Fourth St., Rm. 1-053 3470 Twelfth St.,, Rm. 134
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Santa Ana, CA 92701-4516 Riverside, CA 92501

Failure to file at the proper location will result in your documents being returned to you,

CV-18 (03/06) NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE FOR DISCOVERY
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURF, "7 i-ts 0
_CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA """

CASE NUMBER

JOHN DOE, AN INDIVIDUAL CV12- 3918 SJO (PIWx)

PLAINTIFF(S)

V.
JOHN TRAVOLTA, AN INDIVIDUAL,

DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE TO PARTIES OF
COURT-DIRECTED ADR PROGRAM

NOTICE TO PARTIES:

It 1s the policy of this Court to encourage settlement of civil htigation when such is in the best interest of the
parties. The Court favors any reasonable means, including alternative dispute resolution (ADR), to accomplish
this goal. See Civil L.R. 16-15. Unless exempted by the trial judge, parties in all civil cases must participate in
an ADR process betore trial. See Civil L.R. 16-15.1.

The district judge to whom the above-referenced case has been assigned is participating in an ADR Program
that presumptively directs this case to cither the Court Mediation Panel or to private mediation. See General
Order No. 11-10, §5. A settlement conference with a Magistrate Judge 1s generally not available to the parties.
For more information about the Mediation Panel, visit the Court website, www.cacd.uscourts.gov, under
"ADR."

Pursuant to Civil L.R. 26-1(c}, counsel are directed to furnish and discuss with their clients the attached ADR
Notice To Parties betore the conference of the parties mandated by Fed.R.Civ.P. 26(f). Based upon the
consultation with their clients and discussion with opposing counsel, counsel must indicate the following in
their Joint 26(f) Report: 1) whether the case is best suited for mediation with a neutral from the Court
Mediation Panel or private mediation; and 2) when the mediation should occur. See Civil L.R. 26-1(c).

At the initial scheduling conference, counsel should be fully prepared to discuss their preference for referral to

the Court Mediation Panel or to private mediation and when the mediation should occur. The Court will enter
an Order/Referral to ADR at or around the time of the scheduling conference.

Clerk, U.S. District Court

Dated: Friday, May4,2012 = By: JPRADO |
Deputy Clerk
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE TO PARTIES: COURT POLICY ON SETTLEMENT
AND USE OF ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR)
Counsel are required to furnish and discuss this Notice with their clients.

Despite the efforts of the courts to achieve a fair, timely and just outcome in all cases, litigation has become
an often lengthy and expensive process. For this reason, it is this Court's policy to encourage parties to
attempt to settle their disputes, whenever possible, through alternative dispute resolution (ADR).

ADR can reduce both the time it takes to resolve a case and the costs of litigation, which can be substantial.
ADR options include mediation, arbitration (binding or non-binding), neutral evaluation (NE)}, conciliation,
mini-trial and fact-finding. ADR can be cither Court-directed or privately conducted.

The Court's ADR Program offers mediation through a panel of qualified and impartial attorneys who will
encourage the fair, speedy and economic resolution of civil actions. Panel Mediators each have at least ten
years legal experience and are appointed by the Court. They volunteer their preparation time and the first
three hours of a mediation session. This is a cost-cffective way for parties to explore potential avenues of
resolution.

This Court requires that counsel discuss with their clients the ADR options available and instructs them to
come prepared to discuss the parties' choice of ADR option (settlement conference before a magistrate
Judge; Court Mediation Panel; private mediation) at the initial scheduling conference. Counsel are also
required to indicate the client's choice of ADR option in advance of that conference. See Civil L.R. 26-1(¢)
and Fed.R.Civ.P. 26(f).

Clients and their counsel should carefully consider the anticipated expense of litigation, the uncertainties as
to outcome, the time it will take to get to trial, the time an appeal will take if a decision is appealed, the
burdens on a client's time, and the costs and expenses of litigation in relation to the amounts or stakes
involved.

Of the more than 9,000 civil cases filed in the District annually, less than 2 percent actually go to trial. The
remaining cases are, for the most part; settled between the parties; voluntanly dismissed; resolved through
Court-directed or other forms of ADR; or dismisscd by the Court as lacking in merit or for other reasons
provided by law.

For more information about the Court's ADR Program, the Mediation Panel, and the profiles of mediators,
visit the Court website, www.cacd.uscourts.gov, under "ADR."
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HOW PACER WORKS

PACER offers convenient electronic
access to:

¢ Case file documents and opinions
Listings of all case parties
Reports of case-related information

Chronologies of events entered in
the case record

Claims registries

Listings of new bankruptcy cases
Judgments or case status
PACER Case Locator

Audio files of hearings

brachere designlicdd |

PACTR SERVICT CIFNTER
PO Box TR0549
San Antonio, T'X 782780519
Phone: (800) 670-0850
Email: pacesidpscuscourts.pov

™ PACER

PUBLIC ACCESS TO COURT

FLECTRONIC RECORDS




Public Access to Court Electrenic Records

(PACER) is an electronic public access
service that allows users to obtain case
information from federal courts. PACER

is a service of the United States Judiciary,
provided by the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts.

PACER offers an inexpensive, easy-
to-use aiternative for obtaining case
infarmation from the Judiciary’s Case
Management and Electronic Case Files
systern (CM/ECF), without having to
visit the courthouse. PACER allows an
Internet user to request information
about a particular case or party. The data
is immediately available for printing or
downloading.

CM/ECF

CM/ECF is the federal courts’ system used
to manage cases and to allow attorneys to
file case documents cver the internat,

ldentifying requirements for the next
generation of CM/ECF is in process. Refer
to the "What's New with PACER" section
of the PACER website, for information and
updates to PACER and CM/ECFE.

To register for access, visit the PACER
Service Center website at www.pacer.gov.
Click on the Registration tab and select the
account type. Then fill out an online form
and provide a valid email address.

* Provide credit card infermation to
establish an account and receive
same- day access.

* Choose to register without credit
card information, and you will receive
account login infermation by U.S. mail,
usually within one week.

There is no cost for registration.

Congress has authorized the Judiciary tc
charge fees to fund the costs of PACER
and CM/ECF. i

The Judicial Canference of the United
States has set fees and conditions for
services as follows:

* Ten cents per page for access via the
Internet, with a total charge of any
document, docket sheet, or case-
specific report not to exceed $3.00,
the fee for 30 pages.

» Transcripts of federal court
proceedings are not subject to the
30-page fae limit.

* Digital Audio files are available for
$2.40 per file, for courts that provide ‘
the service,

* Fees are waived for users who incur
less than $15 of use in a quarterly
billing cycle.

* Parties entitled to documents as part !
ot a legal process receive one free
electronic copy.

= Parties will be charged for
replacement copies, whether in
paper or electronic form.

* Users are billed quarterly and are
allowed to enter a ciient cede of
thetr own choosing to facilitate costs

i
i
_
|
j
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Attention: New
Civil Actions

Pursuant to the General Order 10-07, Authorizing Electronic Filing,
you are required to e-mail a “Filed” stamped copy of your entire
initial filing in PDF format within 24 hours as follows:

¢ Complaint/Removal, Notice of Assignment to Magistrate Judge for Discovery (CV-
18), Summons (CV-01A) and 2 or more pages of the Civil Cover Sheet (CV-71) as
one PDF attachment.

® Certification and Notice of Interested Parties (CV-30) as a separate PDF attachment.

e AQ-120 or AO-121 (for Patent, Trademark, Copyright cases only) as a separate PDF
attachment.

b Any other “Filed” documents that accompany the Complaint/Removal as separate
PDF attachments.

I CivillntakeCourtDocs-LA@cacd.uscourts.gov
(for case numbers CV ##-##### )

[J CivilIntakeCourtDocs-RS@cacd.uscourts.gov
(for case numbers EDCV ## - #####)

[1 CivillntakeCourtDocs-SA @cacd.uscourts.gov
(for case numbers SACV ## - ####4#)

SUBJECT LINE OF E-MAIL TO READ: Document type (complaint, removal, etc.)
and case number. Sample: Complaint CV08-01234-ABC{SHx)

The ECF Helpdesk can be reached at 213-894-0242 during business hours; Monday
through Friday, 800 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (PST). E-mail questions to:
ecf-helpdesk@cacd.uscourts.gov

Subsequent documents e-mailed to above address will not be accepted. Please check
General Order 10-07 for instructions on how to e-file documents.

CV-07 (02/12) ATTENTION: NEW CIVIL ACTIONS



Court Reporters Office - UNITED STATES

Ordering Transcripts . DISTRICT COURT.
Distnict court civil and criminal transcripts may be -~ o

ordered by making finaneial arrangements with the individual .
court reporters. To idenufy which repotter to contact for a
specific in-court mazter before April 2002, please refer to the
appropnate docket entry on the civil or criminal docket sheet
which is now electronically available on PACER. TFor
specific in-court matters after April 2002, the court reporter
assignment schedule 15 on the website. Go to Court
Reporter Schedule, then view all and select the date you need :
to check. Transcopt orders from magistrate judge courts WESTERN DIVISION
should be placed with the Court Recording Section of the .S, Courthouse
Records Department. Please refer to the website tor the Clerk’s Office, Room G-8

necessary telephone numbers, applicable fees, and 312 North mﬁHmSW Street-
Los Angeles, California 90012

identification of court reporter assignments. For more
1nformation, you can call the court reporter scheduler’s office

at 213-894-0658. 213-894-1565 .
Ordering Realtime Connection E T

Realtime reporting connection should be requested in .
advance of the mal. Pleasc contact the court reporter - : SOUTHERN DIVISION
scheduler’s office to request the realime connection. There : mﬂcﬁmﬂ—ﬂ mﬂmw.mmn: Federal uwﬂ—_ﬂ:ﬂm and
is a separate charge for the realime connectdon. Please refer ; Courthouse

to the transcopt rates o determine the cost. The only court N ﬂnﬂﬂmﬁm cmmnnu Room 1-05% fice
reporters who may connect to realtime and charge for it are O M : %PM 1 gmmn 4th Sireet -

federally certified reald s. Many : 4 Sy

cderaliy certified realdime court reporters. Many repurters mﬁ: b,:m ﬁmEqu:w 92701-4516" Services for Attorneys
will provide the realime connection if a daily transcripe is

being ordered. The attorney must bring his or her own and the

laptop computer. General Public

Ordering Dailies
A request for a daily tanscopt should be made as soon

as possible before the wial begins. Please notify 5n court

_.n_uonn_,. ﬁnrnac_nn 5 ommnn nn_n»mﬁ week in.

Please do not: é& o firral;
request a n*u._._w Hﬂumaﬂvrmm.nnﬁonn ‘e »Ebn,ﬂo vnn?:.n

October 2010



The United States District Courr, Central District of.  ~
California is one of the largestfederal courts in the nagon.
The clerk’s office has put this brochure- nowﬂnvnn w ﬁnoﬁmn a
mEn_z reference for attorneys and.the-generd'public nnmﬁ.&_:m.
the services that are: nﬁnnuauwu,‘EmEn Mnnargnr pnm

suggestions as to How we might | ~5v~o<a out.service are
always-appreciated.

Website

Information about the district court tmay be OUHED& on-
line. Users can gather informatdon: about attorney &Bzw_on@
and fling procedures; review master and daily calendars, '
requirements for court appearances, Local Rules, General
Onmmnw and recendy issued and published opinions; obtain
nyﬁnnm:‘n anorney assistance informadon 2od available court
services; download court forms, and keep apprised of recent
innovatons in the clerk’s office, Visit the court’s website at

Office Hours:
The clerk’s office hours are 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday
- Friday, excluding court observed holidays. The drop-oft
box service has been discondnued. For emergency filings
berween 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., call Western Dinision: 213-
894-2127; Southern Division: 714-338-4764/4760; Eastern
Division: 951-328-4470. After 5:00 p.m., call 213-894-2485.

WebPACER
The “Public Access to Court Electronic Records™ (PACER)
is a browser based electronic retteval system that provides
criminal and civil summaries and docker information using a

computer termunal. PACER also provides access to images of

electronically tiled court documents. The PACER service is
available 24 hours a day, including weekends. To eswablish a

PACER account, contact the PACER Service Center: 800-
076-6856.

Records

All pending criminal, civil, magistrate, and mulu-districs
litigadon (MDL} cases may be reviewed, at no charge, at the
cleck’s office. Case files and dockers may be viewed on the
same day as requested unless the requested matenal 1s
unavailable. Certain closed cases are located at the court’s
storage facility and may be ordered, viewed and copies
obrained direcdy from Nadonal Archives and Records
Administraoon (NARA) at 951-956-2000. You will need to
provide the accession, locaton and box numbers to NARA
for tile retrieval. This information may be obrained from the

court’s website at www.cacd.uscounts.pov/nagm. If there are
no search results, call Western Division: 213-894-3863, email

to Rmcam!nzn&@nnnm.c.ﬁncc:m.wcﬁ Scuthern Division: 714-
338-4785; Eastern Division: 951-328-4450. To identify which
clerk’s office maintains the case file you wish to view, please
refer to the prefix of the case number (two digits after the
letters represent the filing year; for example, 09 is year 2009)
as follows:
Western-Division (Los Angeles)
CV 09-0000 — civil qm_ - CR oo oooo nnhEn&
wo:n?nhn Urﬁm:uz Amn::.w PH:& :
m>ﬂ< oe-cooo - civil -"SACR09- oooo criminal
Eastem Uﬁ;wmou Qﬁﬂmmmaﬁv
EDCV 09-0000 — civil EDCR 09-0000 - criminal
There is a charge for copies, certifications, and
exemplifications. For more information on closed or
archived court records, visit the court’s website at
wwnw. cacd.uscourts cov/records.

Photocopy Service
Photocopy services are available from outside copy
services. Please note that exemplifications and certifications
must still be obrained from the clezk’s office. For payment
options, contact the appropriate vendors: Western Division:
213-253-9413, Southern Division: 714-543-8123; Eastern
Division: 951-328-4470.

Interpreter Services
The interpreter services section of the cletk’s office

provides interpreters for all court proceedings instituted by
the United States that taquire the use of a language other than
English. The secticn also makes interpreter referrals in
response to inquiries from law firms and the general public in
cases where court-appointed interpreters ate not indicated.
For further informadon, please call 213-894-4370 or visit the
court’s website at www.cacd.uscourss. pov/interpreters.

Jury Section
The court’s website offers valuable information to prospective
jurors. You may sce responses to frequently asked questions,
read the General Order 07-10 tegarding the selection of
(rand and Petit jurors; download the jury handbook; review
jury information for all three divisicns; and verify your
status/instructions utilizing the Automated Juror Information
System (AJIS). Submit questions or comments to the jury
section at jurv{@eacd.uscourts.gov. Wired and wireless
Internet access is avatlable in jury assembly rooms.

Attorney Work Room
For attorneys, 2 work room is located on the second floor
of the Spring Street Courthouse, on the first floor of the

Roybal Federal Building, on the tenth-floor of the Ronald
Reagan: m.nn_nn& Building and Ut S. Courthouse, and on the
third: mocn of the Riverside. Oocﬂrocmn, The workrooms
rwdn HunDBE.D ﬂnnaosu._ no_.:m_cnn_.m awith: access to Wesdaw,
/doa@nnmnnn and! m&wnmw: laser wn:nnnm wired and- wiréless

Internet access; storage lockers; copy machines; and individual
conference rooms.

Evidence Presenters

The clerk’s office has ewidence presenters available for
attorneys to use in court proceedings. This technology
connects an overhead projector to monitors-which display
pictures for the judge, attorneys and the jury. There is no
charge for using the equipment; however, due to the high
demand for its use, the equipment is reserved on a firsi-come,
first-served basis. For more information or to reserve the
equipment, visit the court’s website or contact the
appropriate divisions: Western Division at 213-894-3061;
Southern Division at 714-338-4785; and Eastern Division at
951-328-4450 or 951-328-4451.

Videaconferencing

Videoconferencing allows patdes at off-site locations to
appear at court hearings by way of two-way audio and visual
monitors. The approprate courtroom depury clerk should be
contacted as to-whether use of this equipment in the
courtroom is pernitted for the specific hearing or wial. There
are minimal telephone charges but no equipment charges for
use of the unit.  For more information or to teserve the
equipment, visit the-court’s website or contact the court’s
Space and Facilives Help Desk at 213-894-3061.

E-Filing -
With limited excepuons, all cases are subject to e-filing as
governed by General Order 08-02, as amended by General
Order 08-11. Please visiv the CM/ECF web page at

www.cacd uscounts.gov/emecf or call the CM/ECF Help
Desk at 213-894-0242.

Pro Se

The Federal Pro-Se (Self-Represented Lingant) Clinic.is
located on the &fth-floor, Room 525 in the Federal
Courthouse at 312" North Spring Street, Los Angeles,
California. The Pro Se Clinue, which is staffed by a lawyer,
offers on-site informaton and guidance to individuals who
are represendng themselves {wathout an attomey) in civil
actons in the United States District Court. For more
informadon, call 213-385-2977, Ext. 270 or visit the court’s
website at www.ca




UNITED STATE DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

NOTICE TO COUNSEL

The court has directed that the following rules be specifically called to your attention:

L Continuing Obligation to Report Related Cases (Local Rule 83-1.3.3)
1L Service of Papers and Process (Local Rule 4)

I. CONTINUING OBLIGATION TO REPORT RELATED CASES

Parties are under the continuing obligation to promptly advise the Court whenever one or more civil
actions or proceedings previously commenced and one or more currently filed appear to be related.

Local Rule 83-1.3.3 states: "It shall be the continuing duty of the attorney in any case promptly to
bring to the attention of the Court, by the filing of a Notice of Related Case(s) pursuant to Local Rule 83-
1.3, all facts which in the opinion of the attorney or party appear relevant to a determination whether such
action and one or more pending actions should, under the critena and procedures set forth in Local Rule
83-1.3, be heard by the same judge.”

Local Rule 83-1.2.1. states: "It 1s not permissible to dismiss and thereafter refile an action for the
purpose of obtaining a different judge.”

Local Rule 83-1.2.2 provides: Whenever an action is dismissed by a party or by the Court before
Judgment and thereafter the same or essentially the same claims, involving the same or essentially the same
parties, are alleged in another action, the later-filed action shall be assigned to the judge to whom the first-
filed action was assigned. It shall be the duty of every attorney in any such later-filed action to bring those
facts to the attention of the Court in the Civil Cover Sheet and by the filing of a Notice of Related Case(s)
pursuant to L.R. 83-1.3.

II. SERVICE OF PAPERS AND PROCESS

Local Rule 4-2 states: "Except as otherwise provided by order of Court, or when required by the
treaties or statutes of the United States, process shall not be presented to a United States Marshal for
Service." Service of process must be accomplished in accordance with Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure or in any manner provided by State Law, when applicable. Service upon the United States,
an officer or agency thereof, shall be served pursuant to the provisions of FRCP 4 (i). Service should be
promptly made; unreasonable delay may result in dismissal of the action under Local Rule 41 and Rule
4(m) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Proof of service or a waiver of service of summons and
complaint must be filed with the court.

This notice shall be given by the Clerk o the plaintiff at the time an action is filed (or to the
defendant at the time a notice of removal is filed), and by the plaintiff to other parties as attachments to
copies of the complaint and summonses, or by the defendant to other parties as attachments to copies of
the notice to plaintiffs of removal to federal court, when served.

CV-20 (12/08) NOTICE TO COUNSEL



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
* CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
CIVILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM GUIDELINES

" Preamble

In its purest form, law 1s simply a so-
cietal mechanism for achieving justice.
As officers of the court, judges and law-
yers have a duty to use the law for this
purpese, for the good of the pecpie.
Even though “justice’” 1s o lofty goal, one
which is not always reached, when an
individual becomes a member of the le-
gal profession, he or she is bound to
strive towards this end.

gation costs and fails 1o advance the
chent's lawful interests. Perhaps just as
importantly,'this type of behavior causes
the public to lose faith in the legal pro-
fession and its ability 10 benefit society.
For these reasons, we find that civiluy
and professionalism among advocates,
between lawyer ard client, and besween
bench and bar are essential to the ad-
ministration of justice.

The following guidelines are de-

...there is a growing sense that
lawyers regard their livelihood as a business,
rather than a profession.

Unfortunately, many do not parceive
that achieving justice is the function of
faw 1n society today. Among members
of the public and lawyers themselves,
there 1s a growing sense that lawyers re-
gard their livelihood as a business, rather
than a professicn. Viewed in this man-
ner, the fawyer may define his or her ul-
iimate goal as “winning’’ any given case,
by whatever means possible, at any cost,
with little sense of whether justice 1s
being served. This attitude mamfests it-
self tn an array of obstinate discovery
tactics, refusals to accommodate the rea-
sonable requests of opposing counsel re:
dates, umes, and places; and other nced-
less, time-consuming conflicts between
and among adversaries. This type of be-
havior tends 10 increase costs of litiga-
uon and often leads to the denial of jus-
Lice.

The Central District recognizes that,
while the majority of lawyers do not
behave in the above-described manner,
in recent years there has been a discern-
ible erosion of civility and profession-
alism in our courts. This disturbing trend
may have severe consequences if we do
not acl to reverse its course. Incivil be-
havior does not constitute effective ad-
vocacy, rather, it serves to increase hiti-

signed 1o encourage us, the members of
the bench and bar, to act towards cach
other, our clients, and the public with the
dignity and civility that our profession
demands. In formulating these guide-
lines, we have borrowed heavily from
the efforts of others who have wrilten
similar codes for this same purpose. The
Los Angeles County Bar Association
Litigation Guidelines, guidelines issued
by other counly bar associalions within
the Central District, the Standards for
Professional Conducr within the Seventh
Federal Judicial Circuit, and the Texas
Lawyer'’s Creed all provide excellent
models for professional behavior in the
law.

We expect that judges and lawyers
will veluntarily adhere to these standards
as part of a mutual commitment to the
elevation of the level of practice in our
courts. These guidelines shall not be
used as a basis for litigation or for sanc-
tions or penalties.

Nothing in these guidelines super-
sedes or modifies the existing Local
Rules of the Central District, nor do they
alter existing standards of conduct
wherein lawyer negligence may be de-
termined and/or examined.

1. Guidelines

Lawyers’ Duties
t¢ Their Clients

We will practice our profession with
a conunuing awareness that our role
is to advance the legitimale tnier-
ests of our chients. We will endeavor
la achteve our clients” lawfu! objec-
uves in legal transactions and in hti-
gation as quickly and economically
as possible.

We will be loyal and commatted to
out chients’ lawful objectives, but
we wili not permit that loyalty and
commilment [0 interfere with our
duty 1o provide objective and inde-
pendent advice.

We will advise our clients that cy-
vitity and counesy are expected and
are not a sign of weakness.

We will treat adverse parties and
wHnesses with fairness and due con-
sideration. A chent has no nght o
demand that we act in an abusive
manner or indulge in any offensive
conduct,

We will advise our clients that we
will not pursue conduct that 1s in-
tended primaryly to harass or drain
the financial resources of the oppos-

ing party.

We will advise our chents that we
reserve the right to determine
whelther to grant accommodations
to opposing counsel in all mauers
that do not adversely affect our cli-
ents’ lawful objectives. Chients have
no Aght te instruct us to refuse rea-
sonable requests made by other
counsel.

We will advise our clients regard-
ing availability of mediation, arbi-
tration, and other alternative meth-

Adopted on July 27, 1995




ods of resotving and setthng dis-
putes.

We will advise our clients of the
contents o[ this creed when under-
taking representation

Lawyers’ Duties
to Other Counsel

Communications with
Adversaries

We will adhere to all express prom-
1ses and 1o agreements with other
counsel, whether oral or in writing,
and will adhere in good faith to all
agreements implied by the circum-
slances or local customs. ‘

When we reach an oral understand-
ing on a proposed agreement or a
stipulation and decide to commit 1t
1o writing, the drafter will endeavor
in good faith to state the oral un-
derstanding accurately and com-
pletety. The drafter wall provide the
other counsel with the opportunity
to review the writing. As drafts are
exchanged between or among
counsel, changes from prior drafts
will be identified in the draft or oth-
erwise explicitly brought to the at-
tention of other counsel. We will not
include in a draft matters to which
there has been no agreement with-
oul exphcitly advising other coun-
scl i wriing of the addition.

We will not write letters for the pur-
pose of aseribing to opposing coun-
sel a position he or she has not
taken, or o create "a record” of
events that have not occurred. Let-
ters intended only 1o make a record
should he used sparingly and only
when thought to be necessary un-
der ali of the circumstances. Unless
specifically permitted or invited by
the court, letlers between counsel
should not be sent to judges

Scheduling Issues

. We will not use any form of discov-

ery or discovery scheduling as a
means of harassment.

. We will consult other counsel re-

garding scheduling matters in a
good faith effort 10 avoid schedul-
ing confhcts.

. We will endeavor to accommodate

previously scheduled dates for hear-
ings, depositions, meetings, confer-
ences, vacations, seminars, or other
functions that produce good faith
calendar conflicts on the part of
other counsel, where it 1s possible
to do so without prejudicing the
clienl's nghts. [f we have been given
an accommodation because of a
calendar conflict, we will notify
those who have accommodated us
as soon as the conflict has been re-
moved.

. We will notify other counsel and, 1f

appropriate, the court or other per-
sons, at the earliest possible time
when hearings, depositions, meet-
ings, or conferences are to be can-
celed or postponed. Early notice
avoids unnecessary travel and ex-
pense of counsel and may enable the
court o use the previously reserved
time for other matters.

Unless time 1s of the essence, as a
matter of courtesy we will grant firsi
requests for reasonable extensions
of time to respond to litigation
deadlines. After a first extension,
any additional requests for time will
be considered by balancing the need
for expedition against the deference
one should ordinarily give to an
opponent’s schedule of personal and
professional engagements, the rea-
sonableness of the length of exten-
s10n requested, the opponent’s will-
ingness to grant reciprocal exten-
sions, the ime actually needed for
the task, and whether it is iikely a
court would grant the extension if
asked to do so.

We will not request an extension of
time solely for the purpose of un-
justified delay or to obtain a tacu-
cal advantage.

. We will not atlach to extensions

unfair and extranecus conditions.
We may impose conditions for the
purpose of preserving nghts that an
extension might jecpardize, or for
seeking reciprocal scheduling con-
cessions. We will not, by granting
extensions, seek o preclude an
opponent’s substantive rights, such
as his ot her nght to move against a
complatnt.

Service of Papers

. We will not ime the filing or ser

vice of motions o pleadings 1n any
way that unfairly himits ancther
party’s opportumty 1o respond

. We will not serve papers sufficiently

close to a court appearance soas o
inhibit the ability of opposing coun-
sel to prepare for that appearance
or, where permitled by law, (o re-
spond to the papers.

We will not serve papers in order (o
take advaniage of an oppeonent’s
known absence from the office or
at a time or in a mannes designed 1o
iInconvenience an adversary, such as
late on a Friday aftermnoon or the day
preceding a secular or religious
holiday.

. When it is likely that service by

mail, even when aliowed, will preju-
dice the opposing party, we will ef-
fect service personally or by fac-
sinile transmission.

Depositions

We will take depositions only when
actualty needed to ascertain facts or
information or to perpetuate lesii-
mony. We will not take depositions




for the purpose of harassment or to
increase litigation cxpense.

. We will not'engage in any conduct
during a deposition that would be
inappropriate in the presence of a
judge.

During depositions we will ask only
those questions we reasonably be-
lieve are necessary for the prosecu-
tion or defense of an action, We will
not inquire into a deponent’s per-
sonal affairs or question a
deponenl'sintegrity where such in-
quiry 13 irrelevant 10 the subject
matter of the deposition. We will
refran from repetitive or argumen-
tative questions or those asked
solely for purposes of harassment.

. When defending a deposition, we
will limit objections to those that are
well founded and necessary to pro-
tect our client’s interests. We rec-
ogntze that most objections are pre-
served and need be interposed only
when the form of a question is de-
fective or privileged information is
sought.

When a question 1s pending, we will
not, through objections or other-
wise, coach the deponent or suggest
answers.

We will not direct a deponent to
refuse to answer questions unless
they seek privileged information or
are manifestly irrelevant or calcu-
lated to harass.

- When we obtain documents pursu-
ant to a deposition subpoena, we
will make copies of the documents
available to opposing counsel at his
or her expense, cven if the deposi-
tion is canceled or adjourned.

Document Demands

We will carefully craft document
production requests so they are lim-
ited to those documents we reason-

ably believe are necessary for the
prosecution or defense of an action.
We will not design production re-
quests (o harass or embarrass a party
Or wilness or (o impose an undue
burden or expense in responding.

. We will respond to document re-

quests in a timely and reasonable
manner and not strain (o interpret
the request in an artificially restric-
tive manner (o avoid disclosure of
relevant and non-privileged docu-
ments.

We will withhold documents on the
grounds af privilege only where it
1s appropriate 1o do so.

. We will not produce documents in

4 disorganized or unintelligible
manner, or in a way designed to hide
or obscure the existence of particu-
lar documents.

We will not delay document produc-
lion to prevent opposing counsel
from inspecting documents prior 1o
scheduled depositions or for any
other tactical reason.

Interrogatories

We wili carefully craft interrogato-
ries 50 that they are limited 1o those
mallers we reasonably believe are
necessary for the prosecution or
defense of an action, and we will
not design them to harass or place
an undue burden or expense on a

party.

. We will respond to interrogatories

in a timely and reasonable manner
and will not strain 1o interpret them
in an artificially restrictive manner
to avoid disclosure of relevant and
non-privileged information.

- We will base our interrogatory ob-

jections on a good faith belief in
their merit and not for the purpose
of withholding or delaying the dis-
closure of relevant information. If

an interrogatory is objectionable in
part, we will answer the unobjec
tionable part.

Settlement and Alternative
Dispute Resolution

Except where there are strong and
overriding 1ssues of principle, we
will raise and explore the 1ssue of
setttement in every case d4s soon as
enough is known about the case (o
make seltlement discusston mean-
tnglut.

We will not falsely hold out the pos-
sibility of settlement as a means 1or
adjourning discovery or delaying
trial.

In every case, we will consider
whether the client’s interest could
be adequately served and the con-
lroversy more expcditiously and
economically disposed of by arb-
tration, medtation, or olher furims of
alternative dispute resalution

Written Submissions to a Court,
Including Briefs, Memoranda,
Affidavits, Declarations, and
Proposed Orders,

Before filing a motion with the
court, we will engage in more than
a mere pro forma discussian of 1
purpose tn an clforl (o resolve the
tssue with opposing counsel

- We will not force our adversary 1o

make a motton and then nol oppuse
it.

In submitting bricfs or memorandas
of points and authorities to the
court, we will not rely on facts tha
are not properly part of the record
We may present historical, ¢co.
nomic, or sociological data, f such
data appears in or 1s derived from
generally available sources




In civil acticins, we will stipulate to
relevant matiers iIf they are undis-
puted and o po good laith advocacy
basiy ex1sts for not stipulating.

Unleys ‘dircetly and necessanly in
isstic, we will not disparage the in-
tcligence, morals, integrity, or per-
sunal behavior of our adversaries
hetore the court, cither 1n written
submissions or oral presentabions.

We will nat, absenl good cause, al-
iribute had motives or improper
conduct 1o other counsel or bring
the prolession inlo disrepute by un-
founded accusations of impropriety.

We will not move for court sanc-
nons against opposing counsel with-
oul st conducling a reasonable
investigation and unless fully justi-
ficd by the circumstances and nec-
essary 1o protect our client’s law{ul
mterests,

. We witl not cause any default or
dismissal 1o be entered without first
notilying upposing counsel, when
wce know his or her identity,

When a dralt order 13 1o be prepared
by counsel to reflect a court ruling,
we will draft an order that aceu-
rately and compleiely rellects the
courl's rufing We will promptly
prepare and subnit a propused or-
der to other counsel and atlempt 10
reconcile any differences belore the
dralt order s presented to the court.

Ex Parte Communications
With the Court

We will avoid ex parte commmuni-
cation on the substance of a pend-
ing case with a judge (or his or her
faw clerk) before whom such case
18 pending.

. Even where applicable laws or rules
permit an ex parie application or
communication to the court, before
making such an application or com-

munication we will make diligent
efforts to notify the opposing party
or his or her attorney. We will make
reasonable efforts to accommodate
the schedule of such attorney, so that
the opposing party may be repre-
sented on the appiication,

Where the rules permit an ex parte
application or communication to the
court in an emergency situation, we
will make such an application or
communicalion only where there is
a bona fide emergency such that the
lawyer's client will be seriously
prejudiced by a failure to make the
applicalion or communication on
regular notice.

Lawyers’ Duties
to the Court

We will speak and write civilly and
respectfully in all communications
with the court.

We will be punctual and prepared
for all court appearances so that all
hearings, conferences, and (rials
may commence on time; if delayed,
we wil) notify the court and coun-
sel, if possible.

We will be considerate of the time
constraints and pressures on the
court and court staff inherent in their
efforts 1o administer justice.

We will not engage in any conducl
that brings disorder or disruption (o
the courtroom. We will advise our
chients and witnesses appearing in
court of the proper conduct ex-
pected and required there and, to the
best of cur ability, prevent our cli-
enls and witnesses from crealing
disorder or disruption.

We will not write letters to the court
in connection with a pending action,
unless invited or permitted by the

‘court.

Before dates for hearing or trals are
set, or if that is not feasible, imme-
diately after such date has been set,
we will atternpt to venfy the avail-
ability of necessary participants and
witnesses 5o we can promplly no-
tity the court of any likely problems.

We will act and speak civiliy 1o
courl marshals, court clerks, court
reporters, secretanes, and law clerks
with an awareness that they, too, are
an integral part of the judicial sys-
tem.

Judges’ Duties to Others

We will be courleous, respectiul,
and civil to the allorneys, pariies,
and witnesses who appear before us.
Furthermore, we will use cur au-
thority to ensure that all of the at-
torneys, parties, and witnesses ap-
pearing in our courtrooms conduct
themselves 1n a civil manner.

We will do our best to ensure thal
court personnel act civilly (oward
attorneys, parties and witnesses

We will nol employ abusive, de-
meaning, or hunuliating language in
optnions or 1n written of oral com-
munications with attorneys, parties,
Or WIlnesses.

We will be punctual in convening
all hearings, meetings, and confer-
ences.

We will make reasonable effors tw
decide promptly all matters pre-
sented 1o us for decision.

While endeavoring to resolve dis-
putes efficiently, we wilt be aware
of the ume constraints and pressures
imposed on attorneys by the exigen-
cies of litigation praciice.

Above all, we will remember that
the court is the servant of the people,
and we will approach our duties in
this fashion.




