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March 31, 2021

President Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: Clemency for Terrell Davis, Case No. 1:20-CR-509-MLB

Dear President Biden:

On behalf of Terrell Davis and his family, we strongly urge you to grant clemency for
Mr. Davis, who is serving federal time for non-violent marijuana offense.! The undersigned—
musicians, actors, athletes, filmmakers, current and former elected and appointed government
officials, advocates, and business leaders—strongly believe that justice necessitates the exercise
of clemency in this case. Our nation’s view of cannabis has evolved, and it is indefensible to
incarcerate citizens based on the unduly harsh attitudes of past generations.

Terrell Davis, professionally known as Ralo, is an acclaimed recording artist who made
the mistake of selling marijuana and was arrested in 2018. He now faces over 8 years in prison
for violating the same federal statute that many entreprencurs and corporations violate every day
in 36 states across the country, who are not subject to federal prosecution.” While Mr. Davis was
not operating in compliance with state marijuana laws, a federal district court noted that the

' Mr. Davis has been incarcerated for over three years and is awaiting sentencing in the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Georgia alter pleading guilty to marijuana distnbution.

* A recent report by the ACLU found significant racial disparities in the enforcement of marijuana. According
to the report, Black people were nearly 4 times more likely to be arrested for marijuana than their white
counterpart. The report also noted that Black people were also more likely to receive a longer prison sentence.
See A Tale of Two Countries: Racially Targeted Arrests in the Era of Marijuana Reform, ACLU, April 17,
2020. (**Analysis conducted by the ACLU shows that due to racial profiling and bias in marijuana
enforcement, Black people are 3.6 times more likely than white people to be arrested for marijuana... This
disparity has not improved over the last decade, and in fact, disparities have actually worsened in most states.”™)
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