As Greta Thunberg said, “Our House Is On Fire”, and we need to act like
it.
Inspired by Greta and the youth climate strikes as well as Reverend
Barber’s Moral Mondays and Randall Robinson’s often daily antiapartheid protests, I’ve moved to Washington, D.C. to be closer to the
epicenter of the fight for our climate. Every Friday through January, I
will be leading weekly demonstrations on Capitol Hill to demand that
action by our political leaders be taken to address the climate emergency
we are in. We can’t afford to wait.
Welcome to Fire Drill Fridays.
The climate crisis is not an isolated issue — it involves every part of our
economy and society. Because of that, each Friday demonstration will
have a different focus as it relates to climate. Scientists, movement
leaders, experts, activists, Indigenous leaders, community members and
youth will come together to share their stories and demand that action
be taken before it’s too late. To ensure the topic and its connection to the
climate crisis is thoroughly explained, I will host a live-streamed “TeachIn” with a panel of experts each Thursday evening before the
demonstration, for the public to attend virtually.
Our climate is in crisis. Scientists are shouting an urgent warning: we
have little more than a decade to take bold, ambitious action to
transition our economy off of fossil fuels and onto clean, renewable
energy. We need a Green New Deal to mobilize our government and
every sector of the economy to tackle the overlapping crises of climate
change, inequality, and structural racism at the scale and speed our
communities require. We need and deserve a world beyond fossil fuels
while creating millions of family-sustaining, union jobs, and prioritizing
justice and equity for working people and communities of color on the
frontlines of climate disaster and fossil fuel exploitation, so the clean
energy transformation leaves nobody behind.
I will be on the Capitol every Friday, rain or shine, inspired and
emboldened by the incredible movement our youth have created. I can
no longer stand by and let our elected officials ignore – and even worse
– empower – the industries that are destroying our planet for profit. We
can not continue to stand for this.
So please, join me.
— Jane Fonda

